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REVIEW OF AN RESEARCH 
Volume 3 DECEMBER 1975 Number 12 
REGJONAL URBAN ECONOMIC lNDlCATORS 
Beginning with this issue of the Review, CAUR will 
compile and report quarterly economic data pertaining to 25 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas {SMSA's) located in 
the 11-state Mid-Continent Region. The states included in this 
Region are Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, Missouri, Iowa and Minne-
sota. Comparative statistics on {1) average weekly income of 
production workers, {2) non-agricultural wage and salary employ-
ment, {3) employment in the construction industry, and {4) 
unemployment are presented in Table I for each of the 25 
SMSA's. 
Any examination of economic change in a metropolitan 
area suffers unless a basis for comparison is available. In Omaha, 
for example, the average weekly income of production workers 
increased by 13.5 percent from the third quarter of 1974 through 
the third quarter of 1975. Non-agricultural wage and salary 
employment increased by about one percent and construction 
employment increased by about two percent during the same 
time period. Are these rates of change acceptable? One way to 
make such a judgment is to compare these rates of change with 
those being experienced in other SMSA's. At the same time the 
absolute levels of these economic indicators can be compared. 
TABLE I 
SELECTED MID-CONTINENT REGIONAL URBAN IN DICATORS 
Average Weekly Income Non-Agricultural Wage Construction Activity 1!L Unemployment 
of Production Worker C:lntl Salary Employment Rate 
3rd Quarter 3rd Quarter Percent 3rd Quarter 3rd Quarter Percent 3rd Quarter 3rd Quarter Percent September 
1974 1975 Change 1974 1975 Change 1974 1975 Change 1974 1975 
SMSA (1 ,000} (1,000) (1.000) (1,000} 
Denver-Boulder $ 189.45 $ 200.99 + 6.1 602.5 616.5 + 2.3 45.6 40.9 • 10.3 3.8 5.7 
Cedar Rapids 198.21 219.60 +10.8 73.5 75.0 + 2.0 3.7 3.7 0.0 2.0 4.3 
Des Moines 211.29 220.26 + 4.2 153.0 156.5 + 2.3 8.7 8.9 + 2.3 2.7 5.6 
Dubuque 252.98 243.97 · 3.6 41.1 39.3 . 4.4 1.7 1.2 . 29.4 3.1 7.6 
Sioux City 165.04 188.00 + 13.9 49.5 48.9 . 1.2 3.5 3.2 ·8.6 2.6 4.7 
Waterloo-Cedar Falls 247.95 265.22 + 7.0 57.9 56.5 . 2.4 2.7 2.7 0.0 2.9 7.6 
Topeka 193.37 195.06 + 0.9 73.9 75.3 + 1.9 3.2 2.8 - 12.5 3.8 5.9 
Wichita 192.14 221.70 +15.4 168.4 171.9 + 2.1 9.7 8.6 • 11 .3 3. 1 5.9 
Duluth-Superior 185.59 186.47 + 0.5 57.2 57.8 + 1.0 2.4 2.4 0.0 5.2~ 7 .2~ 
Minneapolis-St. Paul 199.93 214.80 +7.4 904.2 874.8 . 3.3 43.6 37.6 - 13.8 4.5 6.1 
Kansas City 195.53 209.26 + 7.0 546.7 536.5 - 1.9 28.1 24.0 - 14.6 3.8 7.5 
St. Joseph 164.31 190.18 + 15.7 35.1 33.8 . 3.7 2.1 1.9 - 9.5 3.5Q/ 6.7 
St. Louis 205.64 217.77 + 6.0 891.0 894.8 + 0.4 28.3 31.0 + 9.5 5.6 8.1 
Springfield 152.10 164.01 + 7.8 67.0 70.3 + 4.9 3.6 3.6 0.0 3.3rJ! 5.7 
Billings 193.62 194.28 + 0.3 38. 1 39.1 + 2.6 2.2 2.4 + 9.1 4.4 6.0 
Great Falls 27.9 29.1 + 4.3 1.9 2.1 +10.5 5.6 7.1 
Lincoln 163.43 172.85 + 5.8 86.7 87.0 + 0.3 5.6 5.0 . 10.7 2.9 4.7 
Omaha 180.42 204.81 + 13.5 236.4 238.6 + 0.9 11.9 12.1 + 1.7 5.6 8.0 
Fargo-Moorhead 174.46 182.38 + 4.6 49.6 50.6 + 2.0 3.7 3.4 . 8.1 3.4 3.4 
Oklahoma City 162.95 178.68 + 9.7 310.3 309.1 . 0.4 18.7 17.0 . 9.1 4.4 7. 1 
Tulsa 180.08 195. 14 + 8.4 219.0 223.8 + 2.2 13.5 13.1 . 3.0 3.9 6.0 
Rapid City 23.2 23.8 + 2.6 1.9 1.8 . 5.3 4.0 4.8 
Sioux Falls 217.13 222.65 + 2.6 42.8 43.2 + 0.9 2.4 2.9 + 20.8 3.3 4.3 
Casper 224.50 240.92 + 7.3 23.0 25.0 + 8.7 2.0 2.3 + 15.0 3.8w 4.7W 
Cheyenne 168.17 192.1 1 + 14.2 23.9 25.5 + 6.7 3.0 3.7 + 23.3 3.8w 4.7w 
U. S. Average 179.40 190.24 + 6.0 78,722.3 78,329.6 -0.5 4,200.0 3,635.3 - 13.0 5.7 8.3 
1!L Number of employees in contract construction is used to reflect construction activity. 
W Unemployment rate is for state of Wyoming. 
~Unemployment rate is for Duluth, Minnesota only. 
Q/ Unemployment rate is for August, 1974. 
Compiled by CAUR from monthly income and employment data provided by offices of Departments of Labor. 
1 
• 
The indicators presented in Table I provide the basis for making 
such comparisons. The data were made available by the respective 
State Departments of Labor in the Mid-Continent Region . 
Non-Agricultural Wage and Salary Employment. This cate-
gory consists of all employment in an SMSA (except those 
employed in agriculture, self-employed, domestics, or unpaid 
family workers). While third quarter 1975 employ ment was 
down (from the third quarter 1974) for the nation, 18 of the 
25 SMSA's showed employment growth over the one-year period. 
The SMSA's in Iowa and Missouri tended to follow the national 
trend, with employment declines in Kansas City, St. Joseph, 
Dubuque, Sioux City, and Waterloo-Cedar Falls. Oklahoma City 
and Minneapolis-St. Paul were the other two SMSA's with 
absolute employment reductions. In contrast, the Wyoming 
SMSA's had relatively large employment increases. Casper, for 
example, registered a growth of 2,000 workers (23,000 to 
25,000); a sizeable gain compared to Omaha's employment 
increase of 2,200 (236,400 to 238,600) . 
Construction Employment. Construction activity was more 
volatile over the one-year period. Yet only three SMSA's 
(Dubuque, Minneapolis-St. Paul, and Kansas City) had employ-
ment reductions exceeding the 13 percent drop registered for 
the nation, and 12 of the 25 either registered employment gains 
or had no change in employment. 
Average Weekly Income of Production Workers. The 
SMSA's in the Mid-Continent Region generally showed healthy 
increases in income compared to the national average. Fifteen 
of the 23 SMSA's for which data were available had average 
weekly income increases which either matched or exceeded the 
national average and, as of the third quarter of 1975, 16 of 
the 23 had average weekly incomes above the national average. 
Extremes ranged from highs of $265 and $241 per week in 
Waterloo-Cedar Falls and Sioux Falls, respectively, to lows of 
$173 and $164 for Lincoln and Springfield, respectively. 
Unemployment. None of the 25 SMSA's had an unemploy-
ment rate in September, 1975 that exceeded the 8 .3 percent 
rate recorded for the nation. Two- St. Louis and Omaha-did 
have rates approaching the national average (8.1 and 8.0 percent, 
respectively). The lowest unemployment rates were evident in 
the smaller SMSA's with Fargo-Moorhead recording a rate of 
3.4 percent. 
R. Todd 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY IN OMAHA CONTINUES: THIRD QUARTER 1975 
The Omaha Area economy continued to improve during 
the third quarter of 1975. Of all the various economic and 
demographic indicators compiled by CAUR, building permits 
(indicators of construction activity) showed the greatest strength. 
The total value of building permits reached a record high of 26.5 
million dollars during the third quarter of 1975, up 23 percent 
from the previous quarter. Single-family building permits of 4 .8 
million dollars along with non-residential building permits of 16.4 
million dollars accounted for 80 percent of the total value of 
construction activity during the third quarter. Multi -family and 
res idential improvement permits declined in relative importance. 
The multi-family permi t decline can be attributed to a continued 
surplus of multi-family units on the market, whereas the decline 
in improvement permits is to a considerable extent a result of the 
decline in the number of tornado improvement permits issued 
during the third quarter. A comparison of subareas indicates 
that over 44 percent of the total value of permits issued during 
the third quarter were for construction work in Southwest 
Omaha. 
The continued improvement in the local economy is a lso 
evident from an examination of other indicators. First, the 
number of mortgages increased from 2,211 during the second 
quarter of 1975 to 2,345 during the third. At the same time 
the average dollar value per mortgage declined from approxi -
mately $49,000 to $34,000. 
Omaha Intra-Urban 
Demographic & Economic 
Indicators 1 
New automobile registrations were up 1.4 percent for cars 
and 5.4 percent for trucks. Nevertheless, total automobile 
registrations for the third quarter of 1975 were sti ll 36 percent 
below the number of registrations du ring the same quarter one 
year ago. 
Omaha's unemployment insurance claimants dropped sharp-
ly from 5,697 persons in the first quarter of 1975 to 4,088 
during the second (note there is a lag of one quarter in this 
indicator) . Over 40 percent of the decline is attributed to a drop 
of 688 claimants in Northeast Omaha. The drop in unemploy-
ment insurance claimants can be explained not only by the fact 
that there has been improved employment opportunities but also 
by the fact that many claimants have exhausted their unemploy-
ment insurance benefits. 
The third quarter of 1975 was also a period in which there 
was a sharp decline in bankruptcy cases. Bankruptcy cases 
dropped from 214 in the second quarter to 164 duri ng the 
third quarter of 1975, a decline of 23 percent from the second 
quarter and a decline of eight percent from the same quarter one 
year ago. 
Although there has been an absolute decline in population 
vis-a-vis births and deaths, there continued to be an increase in 
new arrivals to Omaha during the third quarter of 1975. This 
latter indicator wou ld suggest that Omaha continues to be an 
attractive place to work and live. 
Subarea 
P. Lee 
Third 
Quarter 
1975 
I tem Northeast Southeast Northcentral Southcentral Northwest Southwest Total 
Population Change 
Births, 2nd Quarter. 1975 
Deaths, 2nd Quarter. 1975 
Net Natural Increase: 2nd Quarter , 1975 
2nd Quarter, 1974 
Change: 2nd Quarter, 1975-2nd Quarter, 1974 
312 
199 
11 3 
114 
- 1 
278 
230 
48 
-7 
+55 
2 
251 
146 
105 
123 
- 18 
142 
85 
57 
68 
-11 
157 
57 
100 
159 
- 59 
241 
55 
186 
231 
- 45 
1,381 
772 
609 
688 
-79 
Item 
New Householders 
From Same Subarea, 3rd Quarter, 1975 
From Other Subarea. 3rd Quarter, 1975 
New Arrivals, 3rd Quarter, 1975 
From Address Unknown, 3rd Quarter, 1975 
T otal New Householders: 3rd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter, 1974 
Change: 3rd Quarter, 1975-3rd Quarter, 1974 
Construction Activity 
Single-Family Build ing Permits 
2nd Quarter, 1975 (Revised) 
3rd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter, 1974 
Change: 3rd Quarter, 1975-2nd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter, 1975-3rd Quarter, 1974 
Total Value of Single-Fami ly Building Permits 
2nd Quarter, 1975 ($ 1,000) (Revised) 
3rd Quarter. 1975 ($ 1,000) 
3rd Quarter, 1974 ($1,000) 
Change: 3rd Quarter. 1975-2nd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter, 1975-3rd Quarter, 1974 
Single-Family Demolition Permit 
2nd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter, 1974 
Change: 3rd Quarter, 1975- 2nd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter, 1975-3rd Quarter , 1974 
Net Change in Single-Family Housing Units 
(Building Perm its-Demolition Permits) 
2nd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter. 1975 
Multi-Family Building Permits (Units) 
2nd Quarter, 1975 (Revised) 
3rd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter, 1974 
Change: 3rd Quarter , 1975-2nd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter, 1975-3rd Quarter, 1974 
Total Value of Multi-Family Build ing Permits 
2nd Quarter. 1975 ($1,000) (Revised) 
3rd Quarter, 1975 ($ 1,000) 
3rd Quarter, 1974 ($1,000) 
Change: 3rd Quarter, 1975-2nd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter, 1975-3rd Quarter, 1974 
Multi-Family Demolition Permits (Uni ts) 
2nd Quarter. 1975 
3rd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter, 1974 
Change: 3rd Quarter, 1975-2nd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter, 1975-3rd Quarter, 1974 
Net Change in Multi-Family Housing Units 
(Building Permits-Demoli tion Permits) 
2nd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter. 1975 
Residential Improvement Permits 
2nd Quarter, 1975 (Revised) 
3rd Quarter, 1975 
Change: 3rd Quarter, 1975-2nd Quarter, 1975 
Total Value of Residential Improvement Permits 
2nd Quarter, 1975 ($1,000) (Revised) 
3rd Quarter. 1975 ($1,000) 
Change: 3rd Quarter, 1975-/nd Quar ter , 1975 
Northeast 
268 
79 
259 
263 
869 
644 
+ 225 
3 
4 
4 
+ 1 
0 
$ 35 
39 
47 
+ 4 
-8 
70 
43 
104 
-27 
-61 
-67 
-39 
0 
0 
0 
o. 
0 
$ 0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
25 
30 
18 
+ 5 
+12 
- 25 
-30 
125 
129 
+ 4 
$ 98 
138 
+ 40 
Subarea 
Southeast Northcentral Southcentral Northwest 
227 
108 
312 
236 
883 
773 
+ 110 
7 
2 
0 
-5 
+ 2 
$ 58 
27 
0 
- 31 
+ 27 
16 
13 
19 
3 
-6 
- 9 
11 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
$ 0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
8 
0 
17 
-8 
- 17 
- 8 
0 
187 
191 
+ 4 
$ 21 1 
177 
- 34 
3 
139 
145 
227 
197 
708 
659 
+49 
16 
12 
2 
-4 
+ 10 
$ 246 
158 
20 
- 88 
+ 138 
4 
10 
7 
+ 6 
+ 3 
+ 12 
+ 2 
2 
0 
6 
-2 
-6 
$ 23 
0 
48 
-23 
-48 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
+ 2 
0 
534 
339 
- 195 
$ 2,213 
1,180 
- 1,033 
36 
85 
126 
80 
327 
262 
+ 65 
17 
24 
11 
+ 7 
+ 13 
$ 180 
249 
103 
+ 69 
+ 146 
2 
6 
3 
+ 4 
+ 3 
+ 15 
+ 18 
0 
0 
174 
0 
- 174 
$ 0 
0 
927 
0 
-927 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
167 
165 
-2 
$ 222 
385 
+ 163 
48 
130 
183 
94 
455 
429 
+26 
107 
122 
45 
+ 15 
+77 
$ 1,203 
1,279 
460 
+ 76 
+ 819 
2 
1 
3 
- 1 
-2 
+ 105 
+ 121 
6 
0 
0 
-6 
0 
$ 51 
0 
0 
-51 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
+ 6 
0 
152 
121 
-31 
$ 489 
162 
-327 
Southwest 
92 
133 
4 11 
149 
785 
711 
+ 74 
3 11 
262 
116 
-49 
+146 
$ 3,758 
3,007 
1,363 
- 751 
+ 1,644 
8 
3 
-5 
+ 2 
+ 303 
+ 259 
4 
18 
432 
+ 14 
-414 
$ 27 
498 
2 ,050 
+ 471 
- 1,552 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
+ 4 
+ 18 
585 
364 
-221 
$ 3,980 
2,833 
- 1,147 
Tota l 
810 
680 
1,518 
1,019 
4,027 
3.478 
+ 549 
461 
426 
178 
- 35 
+ 248 
$ 5.480 
4,759 
1,993 
-721 
+ 2,766 
102 
76 
137 
-26 
-61 
+ 359 
+ 359 
12 
18 
612 
+ 6 
-594 
$ 101 
498 
3,025 
+ 397 
2,527 
33 
30 
35 
-3 
-5 
- 21 
- 12 
1,750 
1,309 
- 44 1 
$ 7,213 
4,875 
-2,338 
Subarea 
Item Northeast Southeast Northcentral Southcentral Northwest Southwest Total 
Non-Residential Building Permits 
2nd Quarter. 1975 (Revised) 11 24 18 12 28 59 152 
3rd Quarter . 197 5 20 38 17 21 28 64 188 
Change: 3rd Quarter, 1975-2nd Quarter, 1975 + 9 + 14 -1 + 9 0 + 5 + 36 
Total Value of Non-Residential Building Permits 
2nd Quarter. 1975 ($1,000) (ReVISed) $ 713 $ 1.474 $ 1,373 $ 763 $ 691 $ 3,667 $ 8,681 
3rd Quarter. 1975 ($ 1,000) 521 3,347 611 1,818 4.709 5,365 16,371 
Change: 3rd Quarter, 1975-2nd Quarter, 1975 -192 + 1,873 762 + 1,055 + 4,018 + 1,698 + 7,690 
Non-Housing Demolition Permits 
2nd Quarter. 1975 33 33 6 2 2 5 81 
3rd Quarter. 1975 30 54 8 3 3 99 
Change: 3rd Quarter. 1975-2nd Quarter. 1975 -3 + 21 +2 + 1 - 1 -2 + 18 
Building Permits Issued Result of Tornado 
Residential Improvement Permits 
2nd Quarter, 1975 (Revised) 0 362 20 6 290 679 
3rd Quarter. 1975 0 118 15 3 104 241 
Total Value of Residential Improvement 
2nd Quarter, 1975 ($1,000) (Revised) $ 0.4 $ 0 $ 1,983 $ 87 $ 316 $ 3,377 $ 5.763 
3rd Quarter, 1975 ($1,000) 0.3 0 936 119 28 2,393 3.476 
Non-Residential Improvement Permits 
2nd Quarter, 1975 (Revised) 0 0 8 3 12 24 
3rd Quarter, 1975 0 2 1 8 13 
Total Value of Non-Residential Improvement Permits 
2nd Quarter, 1975 ($1,000) (Revised) $ 0 $ 0 $ 399 $ 65 $ 300 $ 1,331 $ 2,095 
3rd Quarter. 197 5 ($1,000) 0 150 370 100 300 2,746 3,666 
Mortgages 2 
Number of Mortgages 
2nd Quarter. 1975 161 200 345 183 390 932 2,211 
3rd Quarter. 1975 202 222 372 187 410 952 2,345 
3rd Quarter. 1974 181 175 271 148 298 625 1,698 
Change: 3rd Quarter. 1975-2nu Qu"rter. 197G + 41 + 22 + 27 +4 I 20 + 20 + 134 
3rd Quarter. 1975-3rd Quarter. 197 4 + 21 + 47 + 101 +39 + 112 + 327 + 647 
Dollar Amount of Mortgages 
2nd Quarter. 197 5 ($1,000) $ 9,192 $ 20.113 $ 11,073 $ 6,334 $ 13,195 $ 50,628 $ 110,535 
3rd Quarter. 1975 ($1 ,000) 4,952 4,843 8.468 5.493 19.497 36,146 79,399 
3rd Quarter, 1974 ($1,000) 2,638 9,716 9,044 4.319 11.205 50,035 86.957 
Change: 3rd Quarter, 1975-2nd Quarter, 1975 -4.240 - 15,270 -2,605 -841 + 6,302 - 14.482 -31,136 
3rd Quarter, 1975-3rd Quarter, 1974 + 2,314 -4,873 -576 + 1,174 + 8,292 -13,889 -7,558 
New Auto Registrations 
Number of New Cars 
2nd Quarter, 1975 281 409 452 324 498 864 2,828 
3rd Quarter, 1975 291 401 454 286 567 870 2,869 
3rd Quarter. 1974 485 701 648 515 772 1,340 4.461 
Change: 3rd Quarter, 1975-2nd Quarter, 1975 + 10 -8 + 2 -38 + 69 + 6 + 41 
3rd Quarter, 1975-3rd Quarter, 1974 -194 . 300 194 -229 . 205 -470 . 1,592 
Number of New Trucks 
2nd Quarter, 1975 52 82 61 54 77 137 463 
3rd Quarter, 1975 64 95 49 54 74 152 488 
3rd Quarter, 1974 103 187 109 96 113 160 768 
Change: 3rd Quarter, 1975-2nd Quarter, 1975 + 12 + 13 -12 0 -3 + 15 + 25 
3rd Quarter, 1975-3rd Quarter, 1974 - 39 -92 -60 . 42 -39 -8 -280 
Bankruptcy Cases 
2nd Quarter, 1975 53 50 40 17 20 34 214 
3rd Quarter, 1975 49 37 22 14 21 21 164 
3rd Quarter, 1974 35 52 26 12 29 23 177 
Change: 3rd Quarter. 1975-2nd Quarter, 1975 - 4 - 13 -18 -3 + 1 - 13 . 50 
3rd Quarter, 1975-3rd Quarter. 1974 + 14 - 15 -4 + 2 -8 -2 . 13 
Mechanic Liens 3 
Number of Mechanic Liens 
2nd Quarter, 1975 22 17 15 9 10 23 96 
3rd Quarter. 1975 20 8 45 9 16 47 145 
3rd Quarter. 1974 17 11 23 7 45 54 157 
Change: 3rd Quarter. 1975- 2nd Quarter, 1975 - 2 9 +30 0 + 6 + 24 + 49 
3rd Quarter, 1975-3rd Quarter, 1974 + 3 -3 + 22 + 2 -29 -7 - 12 
4 
Subarea 
Item Northeast Southeast Northcentral Southcentral Northwest Southwest Total 
Dollar Amount of Mechanic Liens 
2nd Quarter, 1975 ($1 ,000) 
3rd Quarter, 1975 ($1,000) 
3rd Quarter, 1974 ($1,000) 
Change: 3rd Quarter-2nd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter-3rd Quarter, 1974 
Unemployment Insurance Claimants 
Total Number of Claimants 
1st Quarter, 1975 
2nd Quarter, 1975 
2nd Quarter, 1974 
Change: 2nd Quarter, 1975-1 st Quarter, 1975 
2nd Quarter, 1975-2nd Quarter, 1974 
U.S. Postal Service 
Number of Families Served 
2nd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quar;ter, 1974 
Change: 3rd Quarter, 1975-2nd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter, 1975- 3rd Quarter, 1974 
Number of Businesses Served 
2nd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter, 1974 
Change: 3rd Quarter, 1975-2nd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter, 1975- 3rd Quarter, 1974 
Public Utilities 
Number of Water Hookups 
2nd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter. 1975 
3rd Guarter, 1974 
Change: 3rd Quarter, 1975-2nd Quarter, 1975 
3rd Quarter, 1975- 3rd Quarter, 1974 
$ 59 
46 
104 
- 13 
-58 
1,864 
1,176 
853 
-688 
+ 323 
37,156 
37,334 
37,401 
+ 178 
-67 
5,658 
5,342 
5,602 
-316 
-260 
40 
15 
17 
- 25 
- 2 
$ 50 $ 26 
21 75 
11 21 
- 29 + 49 
+ 10 + 54 
1,312 768 
939 575 
573 348 
-373 . 193 
+ 366 + 227 
29,989 21,215 
30,025 21,245 
29,973 21,227 
+ 36 + 30 
+52 + 18 
1,797 868 
1,792 897 
1,873 885 
5 + 29 
- 81 + 12 
14 12 
26 22 
13 28 
+ 12 + 10 
+13 - 6 
$ 25 $ 45 
12 62 
7 894 
-13 + 17 
+ 5 - 832 
461 602 
349 462 
190 272 
- 112 -140 
+ 159 + 190 
12,164 21,158 
12,170 21.711 
11,887 20,541 
+ 6 + 553 
+ 283 + 1,170 
696 1,631 
706 1,650 
699 1,620 
+ 10 + 19 
+ 7 + 30 
30 94 
18 124 
33 57 
- 12 + 30 
- 15 + 67 
$ 160 
282 
414 
+ 122 
- 132 
690 
587 
324 
- 103 
+ 263 
23,395 
23,528 
23,134 
+ 133 
+ 394 
1,614 
1,643 
1,489 
+ 29 
+ 154 
247 
294 
153 
+ 47 
+ 141 
$ 365 
498 
1,451 
+ 133 
-953 
5,697 
4,088 
2,560 
- 1,609 
+ 1,528 
145,077 
146,013 
144,163 
+ 936 
+ 1,850 
12,264 
12,030 
12,168 
-234 
- 138 
437 
499 
301 
+ 62 
+ 198 
. 
1This work in part was financed by a grant from the Economic Development Council of the Omaha Chamber of Commerce. The data were compiled 
by CAUR (Dr. Paul Lee, Mrs. Margaret Hein, Frank Flatowicz and Robert Henningsen) from data in the Daily Record and data made available by 
(1) Douglas County Health Department, Division of Vital Statistics, (2) City of Omaha, Office of Permits and Inspections. (3) Metropo litan Utilities 
District, and (4) Nebraska's Department of Labor, Division of Employment. 
2Totals do not include 155 mortgages ($6,078,847) for the second quarter of 1975 and 167 mortgages ($7 ,718,071) for the third quarter of 
1975 not classifiable by subarea. 
~otals do not include 11 mechanic liens ($12,663) fo r the second quarter of 1975 and 8 mechanic liens ($21,591) for the third quarter of 1975 
not classifiable by subarea. 
ATTITUDES TOWARD STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE 
AND TAXATION POLICIES 
As part of a continuing effort to carry out applied urban 
research, CAU R beleives it is useful to determine public attitudes 
on current fiscal issues and problems. The need for such research 
has become more apparent with public announcements on both 
the local and state levels concerning the need to curtai l services 
and/or hold the line on expenditures or increase revenue through 
new or expanded taxes. 
In order to give state, and local decisionmakers a reading 
of citizen attitudes toward expenditures and taxation policies, 
CAUR asked Omaha citizens the following question: "Which of 
the following statements best describes your attitude on state 
and local government services and state and local taxes? (a) both 
services and taxes should be decreased, (b) services and taxes 
should be maintained at present levels, (c) both services and 
taxes should be increased, and (d) no opinion." The response 
was unmistakable; the state and local governments should either 
5 
hold the line or retrench on spending and taxing. This was the 
major finding that emerged from a survey of 506 men and 
women residing in the Omaha Area. The telephone interviews 
were conducted during the period of November 10-13, 1975 by 
members of GAUR's interviewing staff. Probability sampling 
techniques were used in the design and execution of the sample 
plan, and therefore the results can be projected to the total 
adu lt population residing in the Omaha Area. 
As seen in Table I, only five percent thought both services 
and taxes should be increased. Conversely, 80 percent thought 
either that both services and taxes should be decreased or held 
constant and 15 percent had "no opinion." Attitudes were 
virtually the same regardless of sex, age, income, or location of 
the respondents. Those respondents who were willing to elabo-
rate generally indicated that services provided by the state and 
local governments be more efficiently managed. 
The general feeling of Omaha citizens were similar to those 
obtained by the Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental 
Relations (ACI R) in its national survey of attitudes on govern-
ment and taxes (government defined as federal, state and local 
governments)_, The May, 1975 public opinion poll conducted 
for ACI R also showed that only five percent favored an increase 
in services and taxes, while 83 percent favored either holding or 
decreasing the two. It should be pointed out that in times of 
economic uncertainty, individuals and families have a desire to 
cut back or hold the line on government spending and taxes. It 
should also be pointed out that the fact there is a strong general 
feeling about greater spending and taxes does not itself reveal 
what public opinion is on specific spending and tax proposals. 
1Changing Public Attitudes on Governments and Taxes, Advisory 
Commission on Intergovernmental Relations, Washington. D.C .. July, 
1975, p. 3. 
R. Todd 
TABLE I 
WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS BEST DESCRIBES YOUR ATTITUDE 
ON STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES AND STATE AND LOCAL TAXES? 
Both Services and Taxes Services and Taxes Should Be Both Services and Taxes 
Total Should Be Decreased Maintained at Present Levels Should Be Increased No Opinion 
(Precent) 
Total Public 506 30.0 49.8 5.1 15.0 
Male 137 29.9 54.0 6.6 9.5 
Female 369 30.1 48.2 4.6 17.1 
Under 35 190 27.4 57.9 6.3 8.4 
35-55 174 31.0 47.1 4.6 17.2 
Over 55 142 32.4 42.3 4.2 21.1 
Under $8,000 151 30.5 43.0 5.3 21.2 
$8,000-$12,000 126 27.8 53.2 5.6 13.5 
$12,000-$20.000 118 32.2 53.4 4.2 10.2 
Over $20,000 74 28.4 59.5 5.4 6.8 
No Response 37 - - -
Northeast 88 33.0 40.9 4.5 21.6 
Southeast 103 31.1 44.7 4.9 19.4 
Northcentral 89 32.6 48.3 9.0 10.1 
Southcentral 56 32.1 51.8 3.6 12.5 
Northwest 78 21.8 60.3 5.1 12.8 
Southwest -92 29.3 55.4 3.3 15.0 
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